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Hindenburg 
It is now more than thirty-seven years 

since | described the crash of the German 
dirigible, the Hindenburg, at Lakehurst, 
New Jersey on May 6, 1937. 

Through the years many people 
believed that it just happened — that | was 
there by more or less an accident. But, let 
me assure you that it was a carefully 
planned arrival of the Hindenburg on its 
first anniversary flight from Germany to 
the United States. 

| HERB MORRISON The airship had made many successful 
and enjoyable flights across the Atlantic in 1936. Coverage of the 
anniversary flight happened in the following manner. 

| was working as a staff member of radio station WLS in Chicago. 
In early part of 1937 terrible floods hit the Ohio and Mississippi Valleys. 
| had been invited by American Air Lines to be a part of American news- 
men who were to be flown over the Mississippi Valley to observe the 
disastrous flood. 

| established a friendly relationship with the officials of American Air 
Lines and as a result was asked if | would like to fly down to Lakehurst, 
New Jersey early in May to watch the landing of the Hindenburg, this 
first anniversary flight. 

Having started flying as a pilot in 1929 in old World War | planes, and 
having always been intrigued with the zeppelins of World War I, | became 
greatly interested in the great Hindenburg. 

In the several month peridd between February and May | spent many 
hours studying the structure, safety and flying characteristics of the 
dirigible. 

As the time approached for the flight to Lakehurst, | thought this would 
be wonderful if | could bring back a description of the landing and 
interviews with some of the Chicago passengers on board. 

From the time | started broadcasting in 1930, | had been wanting to 
advance an idea that special events, such as this Hindenburg flight, 
could be covered by use of electrical transcription equipment...that is 
to make a record of the event at the scene, then take the record back 
to the station for broadcasting. 

This was the first record ever broadcast on the National Broadcasting 
Company in its ten year history. 

HERB MORRISON 
Photos courtesy Bettman Archives Herb Morrison appears on Mark56 Records by special arrangement. 
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